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VISUAL STORYTELLING IN AN OPEN SOCIETY:  March – October 2012 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  FEBRUARY 12TH, 2012 

Al-liquindoi Workshops, Contemporary Image Collective (CIC) and NOOR announce 
Visual Storytelling in an Open Society, a six-month training opportunity for 
documentary photographers and photojournalists in Egypt.  This program is supported 
by a grant from Open Society Foundations. 

The program provides fully funded training and support to 15 photographers who are 
using the medium to critically explore current social, economic and political issues in 
Egypt and the region.  With the dramatic changes of the past year, there are hopes for 
a new era in politics and society and for increased freedom of expression.  
Photographers are on the frontline of life, witnessing and documenting events close-up 
and transmitting images to a wider audience in a manner which can have a lasting 
impact.  This program has been created to support photographers in Egypt who will 
contribute to civil society at home, and when appropriate bring those issues to an 
international stage through long-term documentary work.  The program will be led by 
three internationally recognized photographers and industry professionals. 

The program will provide the 15 participating photographers with 

 The opportunity to work, long-term, on one specific story idea. 

 Three leading photographers and industry professionals as workshop instructors 
and mentors. 

 Two advanced six-day training workshops (48 hours each) held at CIC in Cairo - 
one at the beginning of the program and one at the end.  The program covers 
travel and hotel expenses for participants coming from outside of Cairo. It also 
provides each participant with a per diem to cover meals and incidentals during 
the two workshops. 

 Ongoing on-line mentorship throughout the six-month training period. An on-line 
platform will be the vehicle for communication between mentors and 
participants.  This platform will provide a space for participants to up-load and 
store their photographs on-line.  Mentors will be able to review the work and 
make edits that can be saved an archived accordingly. 

 Deadlines to keep each project on track. A schedule will be made and 
participants will be required to upload work twice a month for editing and 
critique.  Dialogue between mentors and participants about the work in progress 
will happen via Skype and email. 

 Publicity and promotion of the stories produced, nationally and internationally. 

Who can apply 

 The program is open to Egyptian nationals and residents in Egypt only. 

 Applicants must currently reside in Egypt or, if they are an Egyptian national 
living outside, they must have a commitment to documenting stories from Egypt 
and the region.   

 Applicants from other countries who are residents in Egypt are eligible if they 
can demonstrate a long-term commitment to the country (having lived and 
worked there for an extended time, for example).  

 We will accept applications from both emerging and well-established 
documentary photographers, working press photographers, photography 
students at the university level, and citizen journalists who are working with 



 

 

the visual medium.   Print journalists with an interest and knowledge in 
photography may also apply. 

 Applicants must speak Arabic and/or English.  

 Candidates must commit to participating in the entire program.  They must be 
able to attend both six-day workshops (in March and October, 2012) and 
communicate consistently with their mentors over the six-month mentorship 
period.  

HOW TO APPLY 
Applications should be sent via email to Jessica Murray at: Jessica@al-liquindoi.com.  
You will receive an email confirmation within five days of having sent the application.  
If you do not receive an email confirmation please contact us immediately.    

Applications should include 

1. Full name, telephone, email, address, and resident ID number or passport 
number.   

2. One page written description of your experience with photography, why you 
are interested in participating in this program and how you hope to benefit 
from it.  Please include a copy of your professional CV if you have one. 

3. One page written description of your proposed story idea.   
4. A portfolio of 15 – 20 photographs (LOW RESOLUTION 425 x 624 pixels) 

Portfolios should reflect your photographic interests and style.  Ideally they 
should include projects shot over a significant period of time and be edited in 
the form of a photographic essay.  

5. A link to your photography website or Blog when available. 

The selection process  

All applications will be carefully reviewed by a jury of five, including members of the 
three partner organizations, plus outside reviewers familiar with the region.  
Applicants will be judged on the strength of their photographs, the relevance and 
originality of their proposed story idea and their potential for professional growth.   

For more information about the program please contact the Program Director:   

Jessica Murray, Al-liquindoi 
Jessica@al-liquindoi.com 
T.  +34 635 798 378 
S.  jessicamurray 
 
Local contact information: 
Silvia Mollicchi, CIC 
courses@ciccairo.com 
T. + 010 11738115 
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